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This recording created on 21 March 2025 is part of Dubbo Regional Council’s oral history 

project ‘Stories of Village Life’. Each recording contributes to the developing story of life in our 

region. 

It is understood that the recording will become part of Dubbo Regional Council Local Studies 
collection, and may be used, at the Council’s discretion for editing, reproduction (including on 
the internet) research, publication, exhibition, or broadcast. 

(I): Interviewer: John Bayliss 

(S): Interview Subject: Annette Taylor 

 

(I): Thank you for participating today Annette lovely to have met you and to talk about your 

life in Eumungerie as well as your mother as the post mistress and responsible for the 

telephone exchange1 in Eumungerie. For the benefit for the tape could you please state your 

full name?  

(S): Annette Evelyn Taylor  

(I): And today you live in Dubbo, but initially you live in Eumungerie. Where was home 

before that?  

(S): Home before that was in Roseville Sydney. 

(I): And when you did you go out to Eumungerie?  

(S): Um we went to Eumungerie in April 1963?  

(I): And at that stage how old were you?  

(S): I was 11  

(I): And other family members who went out with you and your mother?  

(S): Yes. My sister Jenny - Jenny Truda also came. 

(I): Annette, [what is] your mother’s name?  

(S): Hilda Mary Mayos. 

(I): And why did your mother decide to come out to Eumungerie? 

 
1 The first public telephone exchange was established in Sydney in 1882. Following Federation in 1901 the 
Postmaster Generals (PMG) was established to oversee communications throughout Australia, this 
included post, telephone and telegraph. In smaller rural areas the post office and telephone exchange was 
often run independently by a sole operator.     
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(S): She was looking for a place where she could work and have a residence attached. 

She was looking for a place where she could look after my sister and I but also earn an 

income and work.  

(I): And how did you get out to Eumungerie in those days? Did you drive?  

(S): No (laughs) I have a different memory to my sister - we both remember coming 

out to Dubbo airport at one stage and it was only a very small shed at the time in - that 

would have been ‘62 or ‘63. And then I remember that somewhere we were on a 

steam train that went from Sydney to Dubbo and I’m not sure if it actually went to 

Eumungerie. But I have memories of being on the steam train and all the soot coming 

[in] if you had the window open. It was an overnight steam train and that's the only 

time I can remember being on a steam train.  

[0:03:08] (I): So, it could well have been getting to Eumungerie, because the train would 

have gone to Coonamble from Dubbo? 

(S): Yes, there was a train line that was established in the early 1900s - a railway was 

built - a railway station2 was built, and the line went to Coonamble and then it would 

turn back in the afternoon. And we got the mail off the train in the mornings. And we 

put that mail on the train in the afternoons. 

(I): Ok, did your mother have previous experience working in a post office or telephone 

exchange? 

(S): No, she didn't. But she was a very successful corporate secretary, and she did work 

from home for a few years prior to us going to Eumungerie, once again to look after 

my sister and I.  

(I): And what did you think about going to Eumungerie? Did you know much about 

Eumungerie before you left Sydney?  

(S): No - well Mum would have told us about it, because she was always up front like 

that, but no, it was an excitement - it was an adventure for us. We were happy to just 

go where mum was going.  

 
2 The Eumungerie Railway station was established in February 1903, original named Coalbaggie Creek, on 
the Coonamble Branch Line. It was renamed Eumungerie Station in May 1903.   
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(I): What provision of training was there for your mother given she had no experience in this 

line of work before?  

(S): I think the - previous postmaster and the people who lived there they gave Mum I 

think two weeks of training but I'm not sure. I don't remember being there at the time 

- it may have only been one week. So, I just remember it was a very short amount of 

training for her.  

(I): And was that person still living in Eumungerie so that they might have been able help or 

provide advice?  

(S): They could have been but no they didn't - to my knowledge they left after mum 

took on the post office.  

(I): So yes, straight into the fire really for you.   

(S): That’s right, yes. She was very adaptable - she a was marvellous mother and very 

good at whatever she did. She was very diligent.  

(I): And do you remember how many people might have been using the exchange at that 

stage?  

(S): Oh goodness, we had a lot of people on the party lines3 and all I remember is the 

telephone exchange being the drop-down little boxes when it would ring. There 

seemed to be a lot of [telephone] lines, so I don't know exactly how many were on 

that telephone exchange.   

[0:05:51] (I): So, your mum wanted both some work but also somewhere to live. Tell me 

about where you lived, how it all worked in terms of the post office, the exchange and the 

house that you were living in.  

(S): The residence was attached to the post office and that is why she purchased it. 

And it was a weatherboard house, I think possibly one to maybe three bedrooms. It 

was a long hallway, I remember that hallway because if mum was cooking dinner and 

we weren't helping her with the telephone exchange she had to run from the kitchen 

 
3 Party lines were operated as a telephone line that connected two or more subscribers. Party lines reduced 
costs by connecting multiple subscribers to a single line and were common in rural and regional areas with 
populations. As many as 8 or 10 subscribers could be linked via one party line. As the name indicates all 
subscribers would hear the phone ring and could speak or listen to the call. To differentiate between 
different subscribers each house would have its own coded set of rings, similar to morse code.    
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right down the other end of the house to get back up to the telephone exchange, and 

that was exhausting for her. So eventually Jenny and I [helped] Mum trained us how 

to answer the phone, and to do it correctly.  

(I): And how old is Jenny? Is she older than you?  

 (S): Yes, Jenny is two years older than I am.  

(I): And there was the house - I know that you said it was important, but did it suit your 

purposes for what you needed?  

(S): Yes, that was even an adventure. I suppose we looked at everything as an 

adventure in those days, there was an outside toilet. There was a copper for washing 

clothes in the laundry at the back. There was tank water, just tank water. And we never 

had to buy water, because Mum was so frugal with the water, so we had to learn to 

wash our hands in a way that we weren't wasting water. We had [wood]chip heater to 

heat water for a bath, which we all used, the same bath. And then later Mum got an 

old tin can and put holes in it and established some sort of shower. Which we could 

only be under for a very short amount of time. There was a fireplace in the house and 

mum used to chop wood for the copper, for the wood chip heater and we did have 

firewood - she chopped wood for the open fire. But I don't recall us using that all that 

much at all. And I'm not sure what we did for heating.4 Cooling was through an air 

cooler - mobile air cooler with a fan. You put cold water in it, and it would blow on you. 

But the heat out there was extreme. And it was only a weatherboard house, so it was 

very cold.  

(I): And that would have been very different from Roseville I guess? 

(S): Yes, yes coming from a brick home - yes very, very different. 

(I): A lot more mod cons back in Sydney than Eumungerie 

(S): Absolutely, we didn’t mind.  

(I): As you said an adventure.  

 
4 The family may have had a electric bar heater. Along with a wood burning Kooka oven and stove in the 
kitchen.  
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(S): It was.   

[[0:09:05] (I): What hours did your mother work - because if you and Jenny were younger 

and she was by herself - was it 24/7, as we say now? 

(S): 24/7 telephone exchange. The post office five and half days a week. Monday to 

Friday and Saturday morning, closed for an hour at lunchtime. But the telephone was 

24 hours 7 days a week, mum was on call the whole time.  

(I): And in the evenings or at nighttime when hopefully everyone was having a sleep. Was 

your mum's bedrooms close to where the exchange was and things?  

(S): Yes, it was the closest bedroom to the exchange, and she would get up anytime 

she was needed. And up early every morning and to bed late every night.  

(I): And when she was operating the post office and the exchange, there would have been a 

layover of those two operations did that seem to work ok, from your memory? 

(S): Yes, she managed it really well and I guess the customers that came into the post 

office they understood that it was just one person operating the whole affair there, so 

I think they were very patient, and it was a good community. It was a community that 

cared for one another.  

(I): You said early that you and Jenny were trained by your mum to help out. Was that on a 

regular basis or only when your mother needed to be doing something else.  

(S): Yes, she trained us at a very young age - I remember her training me – we both got 

trained from the time we got there. We learned how to sort the mail, and occasionally 

we would be called on to go over to collect the mail from the railway station.5 I think 

it was 7:30 in the morning and then take [the day’s mail] back at 4:30 in the afternoon. 

Mum later got - she gave some of the children in the village lollies or money to do that, 

so that relieved us of it. She trained us in the exchange, and yes, I think that because 

she trained us well and she was very ethical in that way, and I really remember - we 

both remember Jenny and I [their mother] saying, ‘You never listen into a 

 
5 The girls received pocket money for assisting their mother with the telephone exchange. (Information 
supplied by Annette Taylor)  
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conversation’. Because when you’re on an exchange like that and there's party lines 

and all sorts of things, you have to have good ethics. So that’s what she taught us.  

[0:12:06] (I): So, you said you helped you mother in the exchange, can you just explain - 

what that involved, what the system was, were you plugged in?  

(S): Plugs, yes it involved plugs and shutters, primarily. Incoming calls would come to 

us from outside maybe Sydney or a farm or something. And if they wanted to speak to 

someone on the party line, we would have to do like a morse code, I guess it was longs 

and shorts, and I don't remember exactly what the codes were but there were different 

codes for party lines. Party lines was a telephone system that probably had maybe, 

6,8, 10 lines into various farms or other locations. And in order to connect the incoming 

call to that number we had to use plugs and to ring those numbers we had to know 

what the party line number was for a certain family. So, let’s just say the McDonald 

family, might be three short and two longs (rings) so we couldn't get it mixed up cause 

we'd be ringing the wrong people. So, we had to learn to concentrate. It was a very 

unique thing, we'd never seen anything like it in our lives and now unfortunately we 

probably never will again, except in the museum. It was efficient though for the day, 

nothing like today, the technology has changed so, so much.  

(I): That would have been exciting in many ways to learn something like that for helping 

your mum but also just something really different from what you would have been used to. 

(S): Very different yes, it was exciting. And I remember also Jenny wasn't as keen on 

serving in the post office, but I really enjoyed that part of it. We were also the 

Commonwealth Bank representatives as well, and Mum had a cash box where she had 

to keep the cash in. I think I remember I'm not sure - but I think she was issued a pistol 

when she got there. Because she was the only one there and if she needed help what 

would she do, if someone came into rob her. So, I can't verify that, but I think I 

remember that. She never used it, of course. (both laugh)  

[0:15:04] (I): Probably hadn't seen a pistol maybe, until then.  

(S): No probably not. That was issued by the Commonwealth Bank  

(I): So, you talked a little bit about the mail train - that was a regular arrival in Eumungerie 

and then departure?  
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(S): It was, every day. I think it was probably every day. But we only got the mail 

Monday to – [Saturday] Maybe if it went there on a Saturday we collected it on 

Saturday as well.  

(I): And was it still a steam train from your memory?  

(S): No, it wasn't and that's why I'm hazy about coming out on a steam train. But I 

remember the electric trains. It was a very vital part of the community having a train. 

It was a passenger train as well as freight.6  

(I): And all types of parcels including letters and things?  

(S): That's right letters and parcels and we sometime would have to take the 

wheelbarrow over, if there were heavy parcels for people.  

(I): And a lot of mail orders, do you remember in those days?  

(S): Yes, well Mum because she basically had to be there most of the time occasionally, 

she would go to church and get someone else to come in and do the exchange - one 

of our neighbours’ girls if we all went. But she didn't - I'm assuming that besides the 

little store in Eumungerie which was run by the Darling family that we got some things 

from the Darling’s. We went to the bakery which was one of the best in the region and 

got bread. Very fond memories of Popes bakery. If Mum needed something for the 

house or clothes or something she would use mail order catalogues. So, I don’t think 

they were David Jones, but I remember Sydney Mail order things is what she'd buy. 

(I): And a lot of people would have done that I assume?  

(S): I assuming they would, yes. But they may have had transport to go into Dubbo. 

Mum did have a car later, but I'm not sure whether the other people used it or not.  

[0:17:50] (I): And during this time, do you remember any major updates to the post office 

and the exchange. 

(S): Yes, I don't remember the dates, but Mum knew that eventually the telephone 

exchange would go automatic. I'm not sure - I probably have it in records, but it did go 

automatic, eventually fully automatic. She also knew the trains going to Coonamble 

 
6 The Coonamble line operated a passenger train service in mornings and afternoons. It was possible to 
catch the train to Dubbo in the morning and return home to Eumungerie in the afternoon.   
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were going to cease and the railway station7 - that was going to be demolished. So that 

was sort of the end of an era, because the train was so pivotal in the town.  

(I): And in your time was there a phone box in the community?  

(S): Yes, there was, there was one of those old red PNG - phone boxes right at the post 

office, just outside the post office.8  

(I): But that would have been more when it was automated, the system automated, not the 

party line. 

(S): Yes, it must have been. I'm not sure but I do remember that.  

(I): Yeah – so we talked a little bit about the bakery and other businesses in town. What 

businesses do you remember in your years there in Eumungerie?  

(S): Well, there was the Eumungerie Public School. I went there for my first year, ‘cause 

that was year 6. That was a great little school, and it had a residence in the grounds, 

and it's always been a good school. So, there was the school, there was the bakery, 

there was an RSL hall where we'd have dances, tennis courts, pony club, recreation 

areas, and a hotel.  

(I): And the general store, what did it provide?  

(S): It seemed to be everything. I remember getting lollies and ice creams and anything 

that Mum would ask us to go and get, probably some fruit and vegetables. Although I 

think the bulk of Mum's groceries might have come from people collecting their own 

food from another town, maybe Dubbo or Gilgandra, and bringing us some.   

(I): So people would've for their major shopping perhaps gone to Dubbo or Gilgandra? 

(S): Yes  

(I): And did a lot of people have motor cars then?  

(S): They did. The first mail deliveries were done by a horse and cart. I think that ceased 

not long after we got there, and then it was done by a vehicle. And it went to outlying 

towns. But yes, so there were mail deliveries.  

 
7 The Eumungerie Railway closed in 1970.  
8 Hilda was responsible for managing the phone box as part of her duties as Postmistress.  
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[0:21:13] (I): And you didn't have a motor vehicle. Would people catch the train into Dubbo 

to Gilgandra?  

(S): I think they must have. We never did, but I think that was very important for local 

people.  

(I): So, sounds like the railway was vital, as you were saying, a vital concern in the town.  

(S): Yes, very. The whole town was based on that. A sawmill and a railway line, which 

the timber was cut locally for that railway line, so it all revolved around that. The town 

started because of the need of the people who worked in the sawmill, needing 

accommodation. And so, they built their own homes. Many of those old homes people 

still lived in them. Because I remember some of the old homes maybe had two rooms 

or something like that and just a dirt floor. Even when we were there, some of the 

families still lived in those.  

(I): And was part of the railway system was there a wheat silo or something like that in the 

town?  

(S): Yes, that was the other important thing the wheat silos, and every year grain would 

be brought into the silos. My sister and I worked on the weighbridge9. That was our 

first job outside of working with Mum. As soon as we could work, we did, 14 and 9 

months I think10. So yes, it was an exciting time of the year, the harvest of course. And 

you'd meet the farmers coming in with their trucks.  

(I): So, do you remember how many people were in the village or in the district together. 

Was it a few hundred?  

(S): The number that comes to mind was 200, but that wouldn't have been very far 

out. There were outlying towns and farms of course, outlying farms I should say. But 

that just comes to mind, maybe 200 when we were there, but not all of them in the 

actual village. Because there were buildings and residences around the village itself.  

(I): Where there many other children your ages in town?  

 
9 A weighbridge is a large-scale weighing platform designed to measure the weight of heavy vehicles and 
their cargo. Weighbridges are designed to weigh entire vehicles such as trucks and semi-trailers.   
10 14 years and 9 months used to the minimum age that a child could leave school and start work, however 
this regulation no longer applies. The minimum age that a child can start work depends on Australian state 
and territory regulations.   
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(S): Yes, there were, ‘cause the school we might have had 3 or 4 classes, mixed ages in 

my last year at primary school. And then when we had to come into high school in 

Dubbo, we'd catch a bus in and it was - I don't know how many got on at Eumungerie, 

maybe 6. And then we would collect other students on the way through into Dubbo 

High.  

[0:24:22] (I): And with those children, were you play mates?  

(S): Yes. the first year was difficult cause I was seen as a city girl (Laughs) but fortunately 

two people became very good friends, so I wasn't ostracized as much. But soon moved 

into making friendships there, both my sister and I. Jenny was already going to high 

school so - our community life revolved around horse riding, and I played a little bit of 

tennis, ‘cause there was a tennis court there, and a pony club. We weren't competitive 

but most of our social life was around friendship with people that had horses, or we 

went to dances in the Eumungerie RSL Hall.    

(I): And Eumungerie's a close-knit community do you remember?  

(S): Very, supportive close-knit community. Very caring, and that was something about 

mum that I think struck the local people that she would be looking out for people who 

maybe needed a meal and fruit and vegetables and things. And so, she'd always have 

sweets, and she'd have apples at the post office to give to some of the children. Yes, it 

was a good community, people looked out for one another. 

(I): I guess with all the work; seven days a week and all the hours, your mother wouldn't 

have been too involved in other things in the community apart from people knowing her 

and seeing her in the shop and things. Was she able to be involved anywhere else within 

the community? 

(S): There was one area that she was involved in and that was going to the Anglican 

Church and there was a wonderful minister who came from Forbes. He would call in 

to the villages. He'd come up from Forbes and go to Gilgandra. That was Reverand 

Doug Peters and he came into the Post Office. I remember Mum saying he said, 'Hilda 

have you got a bible?' And she said, 'Oh I've got one somewhere' But that was the 

beginning of her Christian Walk, her serious Christian Walk that really led her to many 

other things during her life. Going overseas doing missionary works and things like 
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that. But the selflessness of that man, and my sister remembered him saying, 'Hilda if 

it was just for one person here, I would stop.' But then Mum had another friend - he 

would visit, eventually mum and her friend Ruth would go down to Gilgandra for 

Church services. That was probably towards the early 70s before she left. So that was 

her only social network. Apart from the people coming in.  

[0:27:49] (I): So not tennis or anything else like that, no time, I guess.  

(S): No time. 

(I):  It's a very different life isn't it from city life, from being in the corporate world to a 

smaller village and being involved that way - being a real part of the community.  

(S): Absolutely. But Mum fitted in like a hand in a glove. She just was adaptable.  

(I): When did your mother finish working there and eventually leave Eumungerie.  

(S): Mum left in April 1973. So, she was there 10 years. Both my sister and I had left 

school by that time and left Eumungerie. But we came back obviously for holidays. So, 

10 years of service there, I think she missed the whole lifestyle. She continued in 

Dubbo. She brought a house in Dubbo when she sold the post office, and she did relief 

post mistress work around the area.  

(I): Including Eumungerie?  

(S): No, I don't think she ever went back to Eumungerie [to work]. I'm not sure, she 

might have, but Geurie, maybe Balladoran I’m not sure. Louth, she went out to Louth. 

Some more very distant places.  

(I): So, do you remember when the post office switch board telephone exchange finished 

working like that in Eumungerie.  

(S): Yes, I think it was around the early 70s. And then it was transported into Dubbo 

[The old telephone exchange]. And I remember seeing it in the 1980s in the old Post 

Office in Macquarie Street.11 And I'm not sure if it's in the Museum now, but it was a 

 
11 Telecom purchased the former Dubbo Post Office and Telephone Exchange in 1982. The building was 
restored and opened to the public in 1984 as the Telecom Business Office. It included a display of old 
telephone and exchange technology in the foyer. It is unknown whether this display incorporated part of 
the former Eumungerie Telephone Exchange.   
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real historical relic. Because the whole culture around it was so different to what we 

have today.  

[0:0:30:00] (I): And what do you remember most about your mother working at that stage? 

What really highlights her life there?  

(S): Her diligence, her commitment to the community, the commitment to Jenny and 

I, it was amazing. She asked very little of us and both of us, when we reflect on that, 

we think 'oh we should have helped her.’ She cleaned all the house, she did all the 

cooking, made us breakfast, as well as answering the phone early in the morning. She 

was a very special person, I'm probably biased but she was, and I just remember her 

commitment to everyone there. And one thing I do remember was quite significant 

there were a lot of fires around the region and this particular time the fire was 

threatening the village and mum said, ‘take your horses and go down and get in the 

creek.’  (and the creek at that stage must of had water in it) ‘So, you will be safe there.’ 

But she said, 'But I'm staying, and I'll stay here till the last minute if I need too.’ Because 

people needed to be able to communicate by phone. So anyway, the fire didn't harm 

the village. It probably harmed some of the outlying areas, but the village was safe, 

and she didn't need to leave.  

(I): And how did you feel being down in the creek with your horses and your mother….  

(S): Yes, it was bit a scary cause we'd never faced that kind of thing before. But for the 

locals it was quite common and in the early days of the village apparently there were 

lots of fires that burnt buildings down and I do remember some buildings being burnt 

down while we were there. I think the store, the general store burnt down. Yes, so 

there was a CWA hall there too I must say I've forgotten about that and there was a 

youth group started up, but - I think we went there a couple of times and it might have 

disbanded.  

(I): So just back to the fire and the creek, were you joined by other members of the village?  

(S): Of the village? I think some of the kids came down there. I think a lot of people left 

the village when we were warned. The rural fire brigade I think they probably 

evacuated the town; from memory it was going to be evacuated. Or maybe the 
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evacuation didn't happen, but people were warned to get out because of the 

impending fire. 

[0:32:58] (I): That would have been quite intimidating, quite scary, I guess.  

(S): Yes, Yes. But they're a very resilient people too.  

(I): What do think life was like for your mother in that time because - yes, she's with you 

and your sister, but she's by herself working as you said doing all the things in the home and 

looking after you as well, did she enjoy her life in that role?  

(S): Yes, she did. It was very hard work. I don't remember her ever complaining. But 

there were times when she was totally exhausted. And if we realised it, we would help 

her. I think towards the end at dinner time or dinner preparation time we would go up 

and look after the telephone exchange. She wasn't lonely because she had people 

coming in every day, and she was active in everything she did and interested in 

everything, so we never heard her complain about being lonely or distressed or 

anything. She was a very fit person, although she didn't eat very much. She went 

without sometimes so we could have things. But I think she loved what she did.12 

(I): Did she miss it at all - did she say to you at all when she left?  

(S): Yes, she did. She missed it, the only reason I'm saying that is because when she 

sold the business and the house she said, 'I'm only 56', I think I can't remember exactly, 

but she said, 'I should be able to get a job again, a fulltime job' And it only just turned 

out being relief work and that was a bit disappointing. So, I think she missed being 

involved in working. 

(I): And then went on the have another career as a missionary and things.  

(S): Yeah, she went into many underdeveloped countries, took bibles in there. When 

she was 73, she went to China, enrolled in the university and learnt Mandarin and 

would help in the Christian ministry field which was difficult in those days. She helped 

 
12 Anette’s sister Jenny recalled that Hilda sold her jewellery when the family left Sydney. They did not have 
a car or any furniture when they moved to Eumungerie. Anette recalls that their mother did not own fancy 
clothes but was always dressed immaculately. She was very good at managing the family finances and 
although they did not have an extravagant lifestyle they never went without their basic needs. Birthday and 
Christmas presents were often practical things they could use. (Information supplied by Annette Taylor)  
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to take bibles into China because there was a shortage of them. But that's a whole new 

story, that’s another story. 

[0:35:52] (I): Yes, and as you said potentially started from the Anglican Priest coming and 

asking, 'Have you got a bible. And then sometime later….’  

(S): Yes, that’s right. She made a commitment to God, to Jesus and that changed her 

whole life. I remember her going to Gilgandra to some meetings in Gilgandra. She had 

really bad feet when she was running the post office. And that's the only time - she 

didn’t complain but she'd say, 'My feet are so sore running back and forth running from 

the kitchen to the telephone exchange.' But she went down to a meeting, and she got 

healed in her feet. And I remember her coming back from that meeting, she was 

dancing up and down the corridor with absolute joy that she got healed.  

(I): Wow, ok. Just a few questions about you and Jenny. So, schooling when you got out there 

you were still in primary school and Jenny was in high school. So, you went to the primary 

school in Eumungerie and Jenny came into Dubbo.  

(S): She did yes.  

(I): So how did she get into Dubbo from Eumungerie?  

(S): It was by bus, yes. The [school] bus must have been operating at that time, yes, I 

think it was by bus.  

(I): And many children in the primary school in Eumungerie with you?  

(S): Yes, but I'm not sure how many all I remember is the mixed class - mixed stages of 

learning. And we had one or two teachers - It could have been a husband and wife. 

And for the girls we learnt home economics and we'd go to the home of the teachers, 

and we'd learn sewing and things like that actually in the house, so that was special.  

(I): And then eventually you went into Dubbo for high school as well. And was that up to 

Year 10 - fourth form?  

(S): Year 12 

(I): Year 12 and Jenny completed year 12 in Dubbo and the same with you.  

(S): She did. Yes.   
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(I): So, tell me about your day coming into Dubbo then? It would have been a long day, I 

guess.  

(S): 7:30 we'd get on the bus and that was just near the post office. And I think we got 

home maybe 4:30 - I just can't remember. But it was a long day. And of course, all the 

things that happen on buses, the joking around - you know it was quite interesting. 

And I had a very good friend who said, 'Annette you can sit with me on the bus if you'd 

like,' and we became - we're lifelong friends now. 

[0:39:04] (I): Lovely. 

(S): And of course, - some of those people that we came in on the bus with I still meet 

with now, old school friends from Dubbo High. Which is a real blessing.  

(I): And then when Jenny finished year 12 what school age were you then?  

(S): I was in year 10, she was two years older than me. Jenny went to teachers’ college. 

Yes, so I completed my Year 12 and went down to Sydney where I did my advanced 

Secretarial studies at the TAFE down there in the city. I can't remember the name – at 

Broadway.13 

(I): Oh yes, and at that stage where was your Mum?  

(S): Mum was still in the post office, running it. Because that would have been - early 

70s I left school, might have been 1970. So, Mum didn't leave until April ‘73. 

(I): And you would come back regularly. 

(S): Yes, for holidays we'd come back, both Jenny and I would come back.  

(I): And again, on the train all the way home?  

(S): Well Jenny caught the bus from Bathurst because she went to Charles Sturt 

University - Teachers College. And she'd catch the bus, and I must have come back on 

the train, yes.  

(I): After school and weekend and things in Eumungerie when you living there what 

happened then?  

 
13 Originally the Sydney Technical College, it later became the University of Technology Sydney’s Broadway 
Campus.  
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(S): Well, our life revolved around horses, and there's a very wonderful community 

member, Mr Ron MacInnes who helped us get horses. We had done some riding in 

Sydney prior to going to Eumungerie. And he talked to Mum about what your girls 

interested in doing. And she said that we were interested in horses, and animals in 

general. We had a pet sheep, we had 13 cats at one stage, cause mum couldn't turn 

them away. We had a dog, but the horses were our life. And so - just being able to ride 

in the bush, jumping over logs, going up and down culverts. It was just the best 

memories. I said to my sister, ‘what are your most favourite memories?’ and she said, 

'it all revolved around the horses.' And we had a paddock at the back of our house, we 

had a barn and a paddock. And we'd have friends over, we'd have friends from Sydney 

come as well, and yes it all revolved around being outdoors. We hardly watched TV at 

all. We communicated with friends face to face. Tennis was good with a couple of my 

girlfriends. And the pony club was a wonderful experience.  

[0:42:12] (I): Did you continue to ride [horses] after you left Eumungerie? Did you find 

somewhere else to go when you were in Sydney or anything?  

(S): We didn't - I didn't as much as Jenny. I moved to Mildura after I finished in Sydney 

and then we just, both Jenny and I (she was teaching) we just worked. I worked as a 

travel consultant and at night I waitressed. So, we didn't have much riding after those 

days unless there was an opportunity arose and someone said, 'Oh would you like to 

go for a horse ride.' One of the lovely things about Eumungerie was the people on the 

land would invite us to come out to ride out to their properties. And I remember going 

out with them from their home and we'd have BBQ sausages just over an open fire. 

And those sorts of things were precious. We'd visit farmhouses and people would 

always be hospitable and invite us in to eat and drink. Yes, it was that sort of 

community where people cared and were encouraging to one another.  

(I): And the horses that you both had, when you left you would have had to find a new home 

for them that would have been a bit [of a pull on the] heart strings.  

(S): Yes, that was a real heartache for me, because the horse that Mr MacInnes helped 

me buy, ‘Champ,’ he and I were like one. And we would do flag and bending races, and 

he'd always win because I'd just sit there ‘cause he loved it. We did jumping and things 
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like that. So unfortunately, the only place we could find that was interested in a horse 

like Champ was a riding school in San Souci [Sydney] and that’s where my horse went. 

I'm not sure about Jenny's, but yes, we had to sell the horses.  

[0:44:30] (I): So, in your time there, the 10 years of living and schooling and things in 

Eumungerie what major changes did you see happen in that time?  

(S): Probably a downturn in community life. The major change was the railway not 

operating anymore. And the railway station being pulled down. Which was very sad 

because it was an iconic little station, an old-fashioned station. I believe the railway 

masters house burnt down first and then they pulled down the railway station. That 

changed everything as far as the post office was concerned and the mail deliveries - 

Maybe even some of the older people leaving, the ones who'd been there from 

childhood even. But there were some significant families who really tried to keep the 

village going and there still are some significant families who were there when we were 

there. The current post office store is run by Megan Cross who is the daughter of the 

people who ran the fuel station when we were there. But I don't know how long that 

will continue unless other people put up their hand to do things. And apparently there 

are people who moved from Sydney to Eumungerie, so it really depends on them for 

the future of the village now.   

(I): I'm gonna to ask you an obvious question; did you enjoy living in Eumungerie?  

(S): We loved it, it was a great experience. For Jenny and I, that’s our fondest memories 

living there, all the things we did all the things we learnt. Yes, it was a wonderful time 

of life, were grateful for the freedom we had to just be outdoors all the time.  

(I): And did yourselves or you mum go back to Eumungerie regularly after you left?  

(S): I think Mum probably went back. But she established herself well in Dubbo and 

through church community she was very committed to that here in Dubbo. Well, I was 

away from Dubbo until 1983 around that time. But I had been back since, both Jenny 

and I have been back. And it is always good to reminisce. And things have changed 

there the Anglican Church was brought. I think Leo De Kroo might have established his 
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music business in that area and he had a house at the back on the Anglican Hall.14 Not 

sure about the Catholic Church, I've got a feeling there was a fire there. Fires seem to 

be quite prevalent in the area. (both laugh) And those older shanty homes that were 

there from the beginning, they were not safe so some of those burnt down as well.  

[0:48:15] (I): And you've mentioned a couple girlfriends from those days. Do you still have 

those friends. Are they in Dubbo or in Eumungerie? 

(S): They’re not in Eumungerie - my best friend who wanted me to sit next to her on 

the bus, she's in Adelaide and yes [we have] lovely fond memories also. The other 

friends I have are more from the school bus and school in Dubbo. And they’re the ones 

we get to together with every now and again for coffee.  

(I): Anything else you like to (say) if we haven’t covered enough.  

(S): I think we've covered everything thank you John, yes thank you so much for the 

opportunity and I hope I've done justice to the town because we were only there for 

a short time and there's so many other people who contributed so much.  

(I): I certainly think your mother contributed a lot as well, just those little things the other 

children with apples, making sure she knew about the community as well, [She was] in an 

ideal situation of course to see the village life. 

(S): Yes, yes.  

(I): Great. Thank you, Annette for time today to reminisce about Eumungerie and especially 

you mother and her role in the community there and the post office and the exchange, you 

story will form part of Dubbo Regional Councils Oral History Project and this interview was 

conducted by John Bayliss on Friday 21 March 2025. 

 

  

 
14 Leo De Kroo is an Australian pop and country music singer, popular in the 1960s, performing as part of 
‘The De Kroo Bros’. Leo brought a property at Eumungerie in the 1990s and worked as a radio announcer for 
local Dubbo radio station 2DU.  
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